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Just before | am about to get on the subway, my phone
chimes with a new text message. Its sender wishes 1o know
if | would like coffee or tea or chai to drink during our
meeting. | select chai tea. It is not long before | am hit with
a small wave of guestions, wanting to know if | would like
milk or sugar added to it. | opt out of either and begin to
believe that my initial observation of Mia Tedjosaputro is
correct. She is a woman to be reckoned with, difficult to
encapsulate with a single title or area of interest. As | come

to learn, that is how she prefers life to be.

Architect, designer, businesswoman, teacher, student: It is
challenging to know where to begin when | meet with Mia.
Born and raised in Indonesia, she 15 a qualifiea architect.

Inspired by her father, an engineer and entrepreneur in
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his own right, Mia pursued architecture as a path of study
when she completea school. Her fears over not being able
draw well were allayed as she fell in love with the discipline.
it is a love for buildings and their context that drive Mia's
passion. As she notes, a proposed building's surrounding
areas need to be explored just as fully as the building
itself as this understanding lends itself to understanding
the context of a building and thus, understanding what its
purpose will be. To Mia, a building should serve a purpose
of some kind. While she has lived in Ningbo for some time,
she is still amazed that there is learning to be done about
the city's architecture. She counts Ningbo Museum as one

of her favourite spaces to be.

To many, Mia 1s probably best known as a dedicated



teacher at the University of Nottingham Ningbo

and Ningbo University. While she currently
teaches, she remains a practicing architect,
alongside her father in their family-run business,
AKSEN. Maintaining her practical skills is of great
importance to Mia. It means that she remains
not only employable as an architect but also
up to date with the latest trends, methods, and
technologies. This is then also able to inform
her teaching practices, not to mention that
teaching means she 1s also able to study and
learn from her students, These connections play

an important part in who Mia s,

As Mia pours the chai tea she has made for us,
| notice that the cup is recyclable. Sustainability
and eco-friendly practices are an essential
part of her philosophy. This extends to both
of her businesses as well as her teaching. In
architecture, Mia enjoys creating spaces that
have as small an impact on the environment
as possible and tnis extends to her love of
exploring spaces that have been re-purposed
for other needs. Her other business, KALA,

focuses on producing on eco-friendly decor
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and accessories with safety for crafters at its
forefront. Mia i1s keen to promote the work of
artisans from Indonesia as an acknowledgement
of her cultural heritage as well as local artisans
who she works with here in Ningbo. To Mia, it is
important to create things that are meaningful,
with a personal touch. The market here in
Ningbo is fresh with opportunities for the

promotion of sustainable products.

| learn that Mia is someone who puts a great
deal of effort into helping others. When | point
this out to her, she simply laughs it off. As she
explains, it has more to do with her desire to
defer to those who have more expertise In areas
that she may not. Even as a business owner and
teacher, the inner student in Mia never seems
to rest. She 1s currently engaged in a number of
courses, from business management to business
culture. She also confides that she has invested
in a Master Class subscription, even though she
Is not entirely sure where she will be able to find
the time to do all the classes she has her eye on.

Her passion for all that she is involved in Is clear.

As | sip the last of my tea, | consider Mia quietly.
Architect, designer, businesswoman, teacher,
student It remains a challenge to be able to
encapsulate all of who she Is and what she does.
But one thing Is certain. Mia’s passion, care, and

dedication are all an inspiration.

68 |Focus: | Mar. 2022




ART | ZAR

Uy e = 2 : | AT AT A 44 ' ISR ERBHES. Sk - e e M
ik B, FHLWE —F1E. &1 WG AT E X RV, T B dm P B I S Mt T EARAT . &

Ai8] i“cﬂ‘%ﬁ{%ﬁlﬁlii#ﬂ%iﬂﬂﬁ? e 2ENE WIE R HEERH T E 2z —, WS BEMEASUAEY . EEAMAR

BIETENESR. T ZA, XOEEFEM ENEARE, Ma BTRIETRAEM oo smpaizosss s zmem

TSR RESET A BERVNMa FRAFNEN, AXBhE BRI, 5 jweeomma

Tedjosaputro RIF|MT 2 EFR, REHAE—F XRE—EAEFESI AKSEN T1E, RIFLE IR Mia DB AMSE T as

RERBBL . BRAEH TRE, ZHBE DENHHEEREE AMILUEEREAR, __ses pmsoonsgsmess s

EWAEE, e 7T HEERFABEE. AEMNEAR, hablh b 00 A A MR RFNEE  dh—E R
Mia 2. ®itIH. @A, ZBIf. ¥ HELERHEE. MBEIEGTRUEH P SRES B EABEA I EE.

- RALBEMY, ETRMAT M. MaEEE 0K, REBRN Ma WAKSAREEE 0 we e oompmiTa T g S

Jﬁﬁﬁll"miﬁﬁ. quj: %{ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬁji;éi{jﬂia f‘f.% E‘H:mn E%Z:Eﬁ,é%%ﬁﬁﬂ-rﬂ?ﬂ;éiiwﬂE‘Fﬁiﬁiﬁi
TRIhReVR, FHEX, MEMFLEF Mia HEMNEPEFHFONET R, TER guotrre Sy

GEESFRR, WXERPAZSEE TEE I FETEWN. TREZREMARELEZE ES=EE—O% HH2ITEE Ma, B

ﬁi"%u ﬁJME. E?ﬁﬁﬁlﬂiﬁﬁ?ﬁ—?ﬁ?ﬁfiﬁ;_ﬁ ’Iﬁtﬁi_'fﬂ. E i f-*n-%"*iﬁ iki'LU—-—__l_—Hq_%TﬁE _,ﬁlﬁlﬁuiigﬁm%%,fﬁ#*DFhﬂ:ﬁﬁﬁ ,IfD/é_,ﬁ

RELEETRR, AHTTHRATE, N FRABNSE. BHF LS KAMA TEFT  gras o sl EARFIEEE RS
MAERRAEN, M Ma i, BANBME 4 HREGHEY, RRBIANTILE,

FRMEM, BRETREET —RHE. B8 Mo ARTHMEOERATIENER. Xt

g LT . -

l‘sn-otn i :
We represent local a BN Various discipline (v
' Together we want ta deve p the art: Ty -*-'5' lowcase talents and s!

For our first exhibition the #i;* It IGOTO ts from B countries pres<
personnal artistic and cultural backs roun Eact ilftham has a different art te

:* HlB'T'ON exhibition rich and surprising.

ommumty of NingBo
” CENB Crae ot e CCNB 7 QIR
i e A E A L. (ET IR TR L e P e
1um&ﬁ¥&ﬁﬂdﬂﬁt!#ﬂlﬁ
b 0 4 DL 1T 2 R MEERD R A A e KR
r-?- 4 4 h&#ﬂlﬂfﬁﬂlﬁﬁﬂi W "ITH )T R MR
A o D

M

8, USA
pain
pland

\

www.ningbofocus.com |69



	Matt58
	Matt59
	Matt60
	Mia66
	Mia67
	Mia68
	Mia69

